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have an inner and an outer meaning, representing the principles
connecting the higher intelligence with the lower beliefs. The
popular fancies are in the foreground, and the philosophy on the
subject in the background. The simple people believe there are
gods everywhere. There are local gods of fortune, war, etc.; and
there is also the worship of the sun, moon, rain and wind, thinly
disguised by the names of divinities. A numerous army of saints
and martyrs are also believed in; these have been deified, and
produce a deep impression on the mind of the people.

The process of deifying famous men has been almost universal
amongst ancient nations and superstitious people. Nearly every
god has been some man famous in his lifetime on earth, worshipped
at death, and at last promoted to the full honours of divinity. The
worship of the dead is general 'among all races of India. The
tragedy of a painful life and the mystery' of death seem to
account for the origin of a great number of these deities. All
this religion is constantly undergoing change, and the religion is
still spreading. These transitions have been going on for cen-
turies, and the primitive beliefs have ever been slipping, like
" an everlasting shore," into the vast ocean of Brahminisin. The
worship of these gods is mostly of a propitiatory kind, to avert
their wrath or obtain their help in temporal difficulties. *

There is believed to be a transmigration of the soul through the
bodies of animals, till at last it is absorbed into the Supreme Spirit.
Freedom of the soul from the body, freedom from sensation, is the
highest object of the Hindoo. This can only be accomplished by
the soul's passage through a kind of labyrinth of existence. The
law of transmigration not only applies to mortals, but to the gods
also. Successive births are like awakenings from sleep, the differ-
ence between them and sleep being that when born into a fresh
existence, we have no memory of our former life.

The higher theology teaches that forms and ceremonies have
no potency for spiritual illumination. One characteristic of
Hinduism is the vast difference which separates the higher
from the lower orders of religious thought; the lofty speculation
on the one hand from the polytheism on the other. Such differ-
ence still exists. It is not by any means certain that our men
of science of to-day have come to a very different conclusion from
that of the Brahmins, though it may be dressed in different
terms; because the secret of Brahminism, as of modern science,
is evolution.

Many of the Hindoo sacred books are full of virtuous counsels,
extolling justice, self-restraint and morality generally, although
there is nothing like such a strict injunction of righteousness
as in Christianity ; no holding up the glory of dying for the pro-